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Abstract:
This article uses data on Czech public procurement contracts from 2005 - 2010 in order to
uncover patterns suggestive of corrupt behavior of procuring officials. Using polynomial
regressions and local linear density estimators, the article provides evidence that procurement
officials manipulate anticipated values of procurements so that contracts can be awarded
through less transparent procedures with restricted entry. Manipulations manifest through
emergence of sharp discontinuities in the anticipated value distribution. Procurements
excessively bunch below statutory thresholds, which determine officials’ scope of discretion,
entry-restrictiveness and transparency of the contract-awarding process. The first appearance
of discontinuities coincides almost exactly with thresholds being introduced into the
procurement legislation. Manipulations occur only in procedures restricted by thresholds and
are prevalent only among a narrow group of procuring bodies. The last finding is consistent
with manipulations being driven by corruption of procurement officials. Manipulations

concern 8.6% of all below-limit procurements.
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Abstrakt:
Clanek pouziva data ¢eskych verejnych zakdzek z let 2005-2010 a odkryva vzorce korupéniho
jednani verejnych zadavatell. UZitim polynomickych regresi a lokalnich linearnich estimator(
hustoty distribuce prokazuje, Zze zadavatelé manipuluji s o¢ekdvanou hodnotou zakdazek tak,
aby zakazky mohly byt zaddvdny méné transparentnimi postupy s omezenou Ucasti
nabizejicich. Manipulace zakazek se projevuji vznikem ostrych nespojitosti v distribuci
oCekavané hodnoty zakazek. Zakazky se kumuluji pod legislativnymi limity, které skokovité
uréuji volnost jednani zadavatell, omezenost vstupu dodavateld do zadavaciho soutéze a
celkovou transparentnost zaddvaciho procesu. Clanek prokazuje, Ze prvotni vznik nespojitosti
Casové presné odpovida zavedeni limitl do legislativy vefejnych zakazek. Nespoijitosti vznikaji
pouze v procedurach omezenych legislativnimi limity a jsou praktikovdny pouze uzkou
skupinou zadavatelll. Toto posledni zjisténi je konzistentni s tvrzenim, Ze k manipulacim
dochazi v dlsledku korupéniho jednani zadavatell. Odhadujeme, Ze manipulace se tykaji 8.6%

vSech podlimitnich zakazek.



