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Abstract

Coordination games with Pareto-ranked equilibria have attracted major theoretical
attention over the past two decades. Two early path-breaking sets of experimental studies
were widely interpreted as suggesting that coordination failure is a common phenomenon
in the laboratory. We identify the major determinants that seem to affect the incidence,
and/or emergence, of coordination failure in the lab and review critically the existing
experimental studies on coordination games with Pareto-ranked equilibria since that early
evidence emerged. We conclude that coordination failure is likely to be the exception
rather than the rule, both in the lab and outside of it.

Abstrakt

Bé&hem poslednich dvou desetileti pfilakaly koordinaéni hry s rovnovaznymi stavy s Pareto
usporadanim znacnou pozornost teoretického vyzkumu. Podle rozSifené interpretace dvou
ranych prukopnickych skupin experimentalnich studii tyto studie svéd¢i o tom, ze v
laboratofi je selhani koordinace béznym fenoménem. V této praci identifikujeme hlavni
determinanty, které zfejmé ovlivhuji vyskyt a/nebo vznik selhani koordinace v
laboratornich podminkach a kriticky hodnotime existujici experimentalni studie
koordinac¢nich her s rovnovaznymi stavy s Pareto uspofadanim od doby, kdy se tyto rané
dikazy objevily. Dochazime k zavéru, ze selhani koordinace je spiSe vyjimkou nez
pravidlem jak v laboratofi, tak i v nelaboratornich podminkach.
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